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a quarter of an hour it was known what he meant to do; and
then all this crowd left directly. The bastards, a few favourites,
and the valets alone were left. It was then a good opportunity
for talking with the King ; for example, about plans of gardens
and buildings; and conversation lasted more or less according
to the person engaged in it.

All the Court meantime waited for the King in the gallery,
the captain of the guard being alone in the chamber seated at
the door of the cabinet. At morning the court waited in the
saloon ; at Trianon in the front rooms as at Meudon; at Fon-
tainebleau in the chamber and ante-chamber. During this
pause the King gave audiences when he wished to accord any,
spoke with whoever he might wish to speak secretly to, and
gave secret interviews to foreign ministers in presence of Torcy.
They were called " secret" simply to distinguish them from the
uncommon ones by the bedsides.

The King went to mass, where his musicians always sang an
anthem. He did not go below except on grand f&tes or at
ceremonies. Whilst he was going to and returning from mass,
everybody spoke to him who wished, after apprising the cap-
tain of the guard, if they were not distinguished; and he came
and went by the door of the cabinets into the gallery. During
the mass the ministers assembled in the King's chamber where
distinguished people could go and speak or chat with them.
The King amused himself a little upon returning from mass
and asked almost immediately for the council. Then the morn-
ing was finished.

On Sunday, and often on Monday, there was a council of
state; on Tuesday a finance council; on Wednesday council of
state; on Saturday finance council. Rarely were two held in
one day or any on Thursday or Friday. Once or twice a
month there was a council of despatches on Monday morning;
but the order that the Secretaries of State took every morning
between the King's rising and his mass, much abridged this
kind of business. All the ministers were seated according to
rank, except at the council of despatches, where all stood
except the sons of France, the Chancellor, and the Due de
Beauvilliers.